
     esus used the example of a shepherd and 
        his sheep to explain his great love and 
care for us. Jesus is the Good Shepherd 
and those who love Him are His sheep.

“My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me,” 
Jesus said. He gives us eternal 
life, and no one can snatch us 
out of his hand.

MY FRIEND JEANET
Jeanet, a dear friend from 

Peru, is visiting me. She was my 
student when I taught Sunday 
school in Huancayo.

Jeanet rarely heard anything 
about God as a child. Her parents 
strived to give their children a luxurious 
and comfortable lifestyle but did not teach 
them the Word of God.

One day Jeanet sat at the door of her house. She was 
very sad. Her parents had announced that they were get-
ting a divorce. It made her feel very unprotected and alone. 
While she was sitting there thinking, a red van stopped by 
her house. A white man rolled down the window and spoke 
to her. He invited her to go to Sunday school. 

“Sunday school? What is that?” Jeanet asked.
“It’s a place where you will learn about God,” the man in 

the red van said. “There you will hear stories of the Bible so 
you will not be sad or feel alone.”

That was just what Jeanet needed... a place where there 
was no sadness! Jeanet climbed into the van. There were 
many children there already. She wondered if she had 
done the right thing. She could just imagine her parents 
saying, “Why did you jump in the van of a stranger, and 
besides that, a white man?”

When they came to Sunday school the man who had 
invited Jeanet took her to the class that was for children her 
age. She was nine years old. The man was my father!

THE CHARIOT OF FIRE
In the classroom door Jeanet saw the teacher, who 

looked like an angel to her. She was radiant with the love of 
God and she had a beautiful, pleasant smile. That gave her 
the confidence to enter.

The teacher told the story about Elijah and the chariot 
of fire. Jeanet was amazed! She was impressed by the 
pictures the teacher was showing and the passion with 
which she told the story. Jeanet was very happy! She found 
peace and hope there.

“This is my happy place,” thought Jeanet. 
“There is no talk of divorce and no fussing 

and fighting between Mom and Dad.” 
Jeanet had found a safe place! 
In Sunday school she learned to 
know the most wonderful thing... 
the love of God.

THE WHOLE FAMILY
Jeanet took her brothers and 

sisters to church the next Sun-
day. Then Jeanet invited her 
parents to church. When they 
heard about God and felt His 

love, they stopped the divorce 
and did not separate.
I was the teacher Jeanet met on 

her first day in Sunday school. I am 
very grateful to God for using me to plant 

the first seed of love in Jeanet’s heart... a 
seed that has borne much fruit.

PSALM 23
After a while Jeanet’s family moved to Lima, the capital of 

Peru, and she lost contact with me. But she never forgot the 
lessons of God’s love she had learned.

Jeanet was very sad when she had to move. I told her to 
never forget Psalm 23. There, God speaks about being our 
shepherd and protector. We can always trust him.

In the worst moments of her life Jeanet thought about 
Psalm 23. Remembering it, brought to mind the beautiful 
memories of Sunday school and God’s love. She remembe-
red how close to God she had felt when she first met Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd.

For a while Jeanet turned away from God, but Jesus the 
Good Shepherd did not leave her. She was near death four 
times. In her worst moments, she remembered Psalm 23 
and prayed these beautiful words: “The Lord is my Shep-
herd, I shall not want...”

IN GOD’S HANDS
Jeanet “found me” again after 40 years! We met through 

the marvel of the internet. God has kept us both in His hands 
all these years. He has truly been our Shepherd! God can 
also take care of you. He loves you very much. Being in His 
hands is the safest place to be.

Can I tell you something wonderful? In the hands of the 
Good Shepherd Jesus you don’t have to fear. You are safe! 
No one will ever snatch you from His hands. I say to you 
what I said to Jeanet as a child: “Never forget Psalm 23!”

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they  
will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. John 10:27,28 ESV
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