
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Ephesians 6:1 ESV

    his is the story of a beauti- 
       ful and fragrant little rose.  
       She was growing on the tip 
of a long branch, against the 
wall of a house, in a beautiful 
garden.

Since the rose was small and 
its branch weak, the gardener 
had tied it with a thick thread to 
a nail on the wall for support. 
But the rose did not like being 
tied. She thought she was 
strong enough on her own.

Whenever her friend the wind 
came by, she would say, “I don’t 
like this thread. I don’t like this 
nail that holds me. I don’t like this wall!”

The rose not only complained about the thread, the nail and 
the wall, she did not like the gardener either.

THE WISDOM OF THE WIND
“I want to be free to do what I want. I don’t like the gardener 

who tied me up. How I wish I were free and loose! I would 
like to dance and swing and sway with you, my Friend.”

The wind, with great wisdom, tried to make the rose see 
that it was beneficial for her to be tied to the wall.

“You are small and weak, beautiful little rose. The gardener 
knows that you are safe when you are attached to the wall,” 
said her friend, the wind.

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM
Every day the rose insisted that she wanted to be free. She 

complained so much that one night the wind blew with great 
force. It blew so hard, that the thread that held the branch 
snapped.

That night, not only did the wind blow, but it rained torren-
tially. Lightening flashed across the sky and hail pelted down 
unmercifully.

The next morning, the gardener found the rose. She had 
fallen on the ground and was covered in mud, dead and cold. 
She had lost her beauty forever. The poor little rose had paid 
dearly for her desire to be free.

Never again would the rose emanate her wonderful fragran-
ce. No one else would enjoy her beauty. The truth is that she 
was trampled in the mud, and forgotten forever.

LEARN TO OBEY
There are children who are like that rose. They complain 

because they want to be free. They want to do only the things 
they like, without obeying the advice of their parents, their 
teachers, and other wise people. Maybe you’ve thought this 
way yourself at times.

You know what? Like the rose, you’re not strong enough 
yet to do things your way. You need older and wiser people 
in your life to guide you and help you. You also need parents 
and teachers who punish you when you are disobedient.  
The Bible, the Word of God, says, “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right.”

If you learn to obey your parents and teachers, it will be 
easier to do the most important thing of all and that is to obey 
God.
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