
The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” Daniel 6:16 ESV

Imagine youself spending a night sleeping between 
several large lions! Would it even be possible? Maybe 
if you were a trainer at a zoo or circus. And even 

then, it would be very dangerous and scary!
Many years ago there was a man named Daniel. All 

he knew about lions was that they are very brave and 
strong. In his country they were kept in a pit where they 
were used to punish criminals. They threw the criminals 
in the pit and the lions ate them. 

The king of the territory where Daniel lived thought 
that Daniel was the best of the best. The king was think-
ing of setting him as Head Governor over all the king-
dom because he was so good and faithful. 

His coworkers were dying of envy and looking for 
something bad to accuse him. But they could find noth-
ing he was doing wrong.

THE EVIL PLAN
Then they devised a very wicked plan. They had seen that 

Daniel prayed to God three times a day. Daniel prayed with 
the windows open toward Jerusalem, because that is where 
the temple of the Lord was in the land of Israel.

Now he was in a strange land. As a teenager he was taken 
captive from his home in Jerusalem to Babylon. Daniel never 
forgot the God of his people Israel, and so he prayed to Him 
three times a day. What a beautiful custom! You can read 
this story in chapter 6 of the Book of Daniel in the Bible. Yes, 
Daniel has a book in the Bible that is named after him!

 The governors who were envious of Daniel deceived the 
king with an evil plan. They asked King Darius to issue a 
new law. The law commanded that for one month everyone 
was to pray only to the king. If anyone was caught praying to 
any god or man other than King Darius, they would be cast 
into the den of lions, like a criminal.

A TRAP FOR THE KING
The king was honored by this proposal and liked the plan. 

But when they brought Daniel before him as a criminal who 
had not complied with the law, the king turned pale. He knew 
he had fallen into their evil trap! 

The wicked governors had deliberately spied on Daniel, and 
had seen him praying to his God. They were very pleased 
when they brought him to the king to be punished.

“Daniel, my beloved Daniel,” said the king with despair.  
“I have signed the decree and I have to abide by it. It is law 
now. I have to throw you to the lions. Perhaps the God, 
whom you continually serve will deliver you!”

That night King Darius did not want to listen to music like 
he usually did. He didn’t even want to eat. He was so wor-
ried about Daniel that he couldn’t sleep!

IN THE LIONS DEN
While the king was having a sleepless night, Daniel was 

sleeping quietly in the pit among the lions. A furry lion was 
his pillow! Did you think the lions would eat Daniel? No way! 
God sent one of His angels to shut the mouths of the lions!

Early the next morning, the king ran hurriedly to the pit and 
shouted for Daniel. “Daniel, my beloved Daniel!” cried the 
king. “Was your God, whom you continually serve able to 
deliver you from the lions?”

“Dear King, I don’t even have a scratch!” Daniel yelled back.
What joy for the king when Daniel answered from the 

depths of the pit! God had saved him!
Daniel was innocent. He had done nothing wrong. His only 

crime was praying to the One true God. But the lions did not 
hurt him, because Daniel trusted in his God.

And the wicked men... what happened to them? They and 
their families were thrown into the den of lions. Before they 
hit the ground, the lions jumped on them and crushed their 
bones. What a terrible price they paid for their envy!

THE DECREE OF THE KING
King Darius, very impressed by the power of God, sent 

a letter to all the peoples and nations of the world. What 
do you think he decreed? Darius decreed that everyone in 
every city of his kingdom was to fear and reverence the God 
of Daniel. Read the decree in Daniel 6:26,27.

Although Daniel knew that his punishment would be death, 
he was not afraid nor did he stop his habit of praying to God 
three times a day. What if you were so faithful to God that 
the president of your country made a decree that everyone 
should worship the God that you serve? 

Think about how awesome that would be! We should live 
in such a way that others can see God reflected in our lives.
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