
Stop lying and start telling each other the truth. Ephesians 4:25 CEV

Hassan was a boy who lived 
in Arabia. One day he had 

to travel to Baghdad alone. 

His mother knew that there 
were bandits on the road and 
sometimes they preyed on tra-
velers. To hide the coins sent 
for his expenses, Hassan’s 
mom sewed them in the hem 
of his robe.

When Hassan was ready to 
leave for his trip, his mother 
told him, “Son, promise me 
you will never tell a lie. If you 
always speak the truth and are 
honest, it will go well with you.” 

Hassan promised that he would not lie.
Before the trip began, Hassan’s mother prayed for her son 

and asked God to send His angels to protect him on the road.
When passing through the desert, bandits attacked him. 

Hassan was not carrying much and the bandits were not 
interested in his clothes. What they wanted was money, but 
they didn’t find a single coin in the bundle he was carrying.

The bandit leader could not understand how the boy would 
be traveling without money.

“Boy, don’t tell me you’re traveling without money?” he 
said. “Why would you not bring any money with you?”

“I have money,” said Hassan. “I have eighty coins sewn 
into my coat.”

The leader of the bandits thought the boy was joking. He 
and his companions laughed loudly. “Hahaha! Liar boy!”

But Hassan insisted it was true. Then the chief of the 
bandits looked over his robe and found the money.

“Why did you tell me about the money?” he asked.
“Because I promised my mom I would never lie,” replied 

Hassan.
The bandit looked at him in unbelief and said, “What? You 

didn’t lie because of a promise?”
The bandit lowered his head and looked thoughtful for a 

while. Then he said, “You are only a child and you are faithful 
to your mother and obedient to God’s laws. I am an old man 
and every day I have lied and broken the laws of God.”

He reached out to Hassan and continued, “Give me your 
hand, boy. From this moment on I am committing to leave 
my sinful ways behind.”

It was normal for Hassan to speak the truth. His mother 
read the Bible to him every day, and he had learned that 

lying is a sin. Hassan loved 
the Lord Jesus and wanted to 
obey him in everything he did, 
including telling the truth.

The other bandits followed 
the example of their leader 
and repented of their sins. 
Hassan explained to them 
about Jesus and the tea-
chings of the Bible.

The bandits received Jesus 
as their Savior and began a 
new life, all because there 
was a boy named Hassan 
who promised his mother he 
would not lie.

Life-Application Stories   |  85 9/2016  |  Speaking the Truth   MX1414.wordpress.com  |  ©2016 Royal Palm World MIssion


