
ANCIENT SCROLLS
The vessels held handwritten parchments written in He-

brew. The scrolls, which were made of animal hides rolled up, 
were ancient books. Upon closer review, scientists discove-
red that these scrolls contained the entire Old Testament, 
except the book of Esther. They were scrolls dating back a 
hundred years before Christ lived on earth.

THE BIBLE IS TRUTH
The curious discovery by the little shepherd Jum’a was a 

very important one! It proves that the Bible stories we read 
today are tested and true.

Among the scrolls Jum’a found, there were seventy-three 
psalms written by David, the Shepherd of Bethlehem who 
became a much loved King of Israel.

The Psalms were songs sung by the Israelites as prayer 
and praise to God. The best known and beloved Psalm is 
Psalm 23, which is known as the Shepherd Psalm. Read it 
and learn it. Learn to treasure the Word of God in your heart.

DOING GOD’S WILL
There is something very important about David. Do you 

know what God said about him? 
“I have found in David the son of Jesse a man after my 

heart, who will do all my will” (Acts 13:22 ESV).
Another thing that is said about David is that he served his 

own generation according to the purpose of God.
God needs children today who are willing to do what God 

wants them to do in order to serve their generation. 
Would you like to be one of them?

        ould you like to know about a very interes- 
           ting discovery a shepherd made in the caves 
of Qumran? It happened long ago, even before your 
grandparents were children. Continue reading and 
find out what happened!

Jum’a, the shepherd, lived near the Dead Sea in 
Israel, the land where Jesus lived when He was on 
earth. Jum’a helped his father care for the sheep. 
He was very good at what he did, just like David the 
Shepherd who wrote the Psalms in the Old Testa-
ment.

CAVES IN THE MOUNTAINS
On the western side of the Dead Sea there are 

mountains. Jum’a was playing with his cousins on 
the side of the mountains while looking for greener 
pastures for the sheep and goats. Jum’a knew that 
the mountains had many caves and that day he felt 
like exploring them.

Jum’a had noticed that one of the mountains had a very 
large hole in the side of it, but he had never gone inside. He 
was curious to know if there were large caves in the hole he 
had discovered, but it was very dark, and he couldn’t see 
inside.

A SMART MOVE
Jum’a was very smart. You know what he did? He took a 

stone and threw it in the hole to see how long it would take 
to hit the ground. That way he could tell how deep the cave 
was. Jum’a tossed several stones into the hole, throwing 
them in various directions.

Suddenly, he heard a very different sound. He threw a sto-
ne in the same direction again... and again he heard a diffe-
rent sound. It sounded like the stone had fallen on an object.

INSIDE THE CAVE
Jum’a wasn’t content with that. He had to try to get some 

stones out of the way so he could look inside the cave. After 
a lot of effort, he managed to move one of the large stones 
that blocked the cave entrance. And what a surprise he found 
there!

The cave was very dark and it took a while before Jum’a’s 
eyes became accustomed to it and he could see anything. 
Inside the cave there were some earthenware vessels. How 
exciting!

But whose were they and how long had they been there? 
That was the big mystery that scientists had to discover. They 
were given the job of studying the discovery of the shepherd 
boy Jum’a.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. Psalm 23:1 ESV

The manuscripts that Jum’a found are known as the Scrolls of Qumran.
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