
orphanage and that is where she was “cho-
sen” to be the daughter of a real family... the 
family she lives with now... the family who 
truly loves her.

GOD’S FAMILY
One day Marilyn’s father explained to her 

about the love of God... about how He has 
chosen us to be His children. Everyone in the 
family of God has been adopted. That means 
her whole family is adopted too. 

The apostle Paul wrote in a letter to the 
church in Ephesus about adoption. Even 
before God created the world, we were “cho-
sen” and God decided that He would adopt 
us as his children through Jesus Christ.

AN EPHESIAN CUSTOM
The church in Ephesus easily understood what 

Paul meant. Many people in Ephesus were adop-
ted. When a girl or boy was born, the parents looked 

at the baby and decided if they wanted to raise it. If 
not, they took the child to a designated location outside 

the city and left it there. Then anyone who wanted that 
child could adopt him or her.

There were laws to protect children, though. If anyone 
adopted a baby, it was theirs forever. They could not change 
their mind afterward. Whatever happened, an adopted child 
was always part of the family who had adopted it.

Perhaps some of those who received Paul’s letter had been 
adopted because their parents had abandoned them. They 
understood perfectly the love of God. If God had adopted 
them, then they truly belonged to His family!

ADOPTED BY GOD
“Do Mom and Dad truly want me?” Marilyn asked. She did 

not want to misbehave and she did not want to be rebellious. 
She wanted to do well in school. But she was confused. 
Could she accept her adoptive family?

When Marilyn knew that God loved her and wanted to 
adopt her as His daughter through Jesus Christ, she “chose” 
to receive Jesus as her Savior. Marilyn can now say “Abba! 
Father!” That is like calling God, “Papa”.

Marilyn is still swinging... high, higher and even higher. It 
is still difficult for her to accept that she is adopted, although 
she knows that her parents and adoptive sisters love her 
dearly. What she does understand with all her heart is that 
God has chosen her as his daughter. In fact, she has been 
adopted twice!

       arilyn loves to swing. As she rises  
          higher and higher, she forgets her trou-
bles. When she is swinging, she feels free...
as if she could fly.

It’s a beautiful day. The sun shines on a 
clear sky and the birds are chirping their 
cheerful melodies, but Marilyn doesn’t see 
the beauty of it all. She is sad and angry and 
rebellious.

Her sisters call her to play with them, but 
Marilyn will not accept their invitation.

Lately, she doesn’t want to participate in 
anything and nothing matters. She doesn’t 
do her work at school and she doesn’t do 
her homework. The most popular word in her 
vocabulary is ”NO”!

Marilyn lives in a happy home with her pa-
rents and her sisters. She has beautiful clothes. 
She has toys. She has a bed with a soft pillow and 
she never goes hungry.

What is the problem with Marilyn? Some time ago 
she learned that her parents are not her birth parents 
(the ones who gave her birth) and her sisters are not her 
real sisters. Marilyn is very angry because she is adopted!

ADOPTION
Do you know what it means to be adopted? When someo-

ne adopts you into their family, it’s as if you were their “real” 
son or daughter. You get the name of your new dad. You 
have the same privileges and responsibilities as children born 
in the family, and you are entitled to the same inheritance.

Marilyn knows all this but still she is sad and angry. She 
is being rebellious. Why did her real parents abandon her? 
Why does she have new parents now? Where are her real 
parents? All these thoughts keep swirling around in her mind.

A CHOSEN GIRL
When Marilyn complained to her father about being adop-

ted, he said, “My little daughter, I’m your dad. Your mom and 
I picked you from many other children. We wanted you to be 
our daughter. We love you.”

But to have been “chosen” bothers Marilyn. To her it seems 
like when her mom goes to the market and chooses the me-
lon that she thinks is the very best.

“I don’t want to be chosen,” Marilyn said between sobs.  
“I want to be a ‘real’ daughter. I want to live with my family.”

That’s impossible, because no one knows who Marilyn’s 
birth parents are. They abandoned her at the door of an 

He chose us in him before the foundation of  the world... In love he predestined us for adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of  his will. Ephesians 1:4,5 ESV
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