
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
Colossians 3:20 ESV

        aria was a hardworking girl. She got up early  
            each morning and helped her mother with 
household chores. Every day she prayed and asked 
the Lord Jesus to help her behave well and to take 
care of her during the day. It made her feel more cheer-
ful and calm.

THE TEMPTATION
One evening when Maria was helping her mom set 

the table for dinner, her mom asked her to get the dish 
with the peppers. Maria was tempted to try them. She 
had always wanted to know what they taste like, but 
her mother told her not to try them because they were 
very spicy and hot.

Maria just could not take her eyes off the peppers! 
They were bright red and looked very delicious. She 
wanted to try one, but a little voice from deep within her 
said, “If you eat one, you’ll be sorry!”

JUST A TIP
Every time Maria looked  at the peppers, she longed 

to try one even more. Finally she could not resist the 
temptation any longer! She took a pepper and bit off 
just the tip to see what the flavor was like. She had 
often heard her father say, “This chili is good, but very 
spicy!”

CRIES OF PAIN
Maria was grateful that she had only bitten off the tip, 

because she did not experience the pleasant taste she 
had imagined. Instead, it seemed that her mouth was 
on fire! Maria started moaning and crying out in pain.

Mom came running when she heard Maria’s cries. 
She immediately understood what had happened. 

“Drink some milk, Honey,” she said. “That will absorb 
the heat.”

Maria drank a glass of milk and ate a piece of bread. 
That helped with the burning, but it was like the “fire” 
would not go away. It was a while before Maria’s mouth 
felt normal again.

THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN
Several days after eating the chili, Maria was talking 

to her mom about the temptation she felt to taste the 
pepper.

“Do you understand now how temptation presents 
itself?” said mother. “Satan makes things look beautiful 
and attractive on the outside, but inside they may be 
something very bad or even dangerous.”

“Yes,” said Maria. “Mom, I’ll never forget what hap-
pened with the chili. It looked so beautiful and delicious 
on the outside, but inside it was full of fire!”

EYES OF DECEPTION
Maria had learned her lesson. Now she knows if her 

mom says something is forbidden, it’s for her own good.
Your eyes can deceive you. Satan presents bad 

things as something beautiful and attractive. It is im-
portant to obey your parents and teachers, and very 
important to obey what the Bible teaches. With God’s 
help you can overcome temptation.

OBEDIENCE IS BETTER
It is always best to be obedient when your parents 

or your teachers warn of danger. It’s important to pay 
attention. The Bible says that it pleases the Lord when 
you obey your parents. Be obedient!
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