
             e do not know the name of the child in this story.  
                So we have given him the name Joel. Joel lived in  
                a town in northern Israel called Zarephath, hun-
dreds of years before Jesus came to earth. The first part of 
his story is in the previous story-paper. Read it in the Bible, in 
1 Kings 17:8-16.

Though we don’t know his name, we do know that he lived. 
We also know that he died. Yes... for we all will die at the end 
of our lives. But Joel was different. Joel did die, but he rose 
again! Read further and see what happened.

THE MIRACLE BREAD 
Joel had something exciting to tell his friends! Every day 

his mother took out the flour and oil jar to prepare delicious 
loaves of bread. What’s so special about that you may say? 
Well, it was not just any flour or oil. The bread they ate at 
Joel’s house was the tastiest in Zarephath, because it was 
miracle bread! Joel’s mom baked and served it fresh every 
day. Elijah, the Prophet of God, was staying in his house, so 
he also ate the delicious bread.

Jesus taught us in the Lord’s Prayer to ask for daily bread. 
Have you ever prayed it? Read the prayer in Matthew 6:9-13.

 Joel enjoyed the delicious bread everyday and it WAS mi-
racle bread! Why was it miraculous? Because every day God 
put new flour in the flour jar and filled the oil jar with fresh oil. 
Joel’s mom was not going to the store to buy flour and oil. 
God gave it to them every day. That was a real miracle!

TROUBLE AT THE DOOR
Although Joel ate miracle bread every day, still trouble 

came knocking on their door. One day Joel became very 
ill. His fever got higher and higher, even though his mom 
constantly cared for him, as moms do when their children are 
sick. Joel’s fever would not come down. His mom gave him 
all the remedies she could think of but Joel’s condition did 
not improve. Then, all of a sudden, Joel died!

Poor Joel’s mom! The widow of Zarephath was very devas-
tated and stricken with grief. Her only beloved son was dead. 
Could it be God had taken her son as punishment? But for 
what?  She didn’t know of anything bad she had done. She 
immediately went to the Prophet Elijah.

“What do you have against me?” she said to Elijah. “Have 
you come to punish me for my sins?”

Elijah had no power over life and death. He had not done 
anything to Joel. But there was something he could do. “Give 
me your son,” Elijah said to the widow. 

Elijah took Joel in his in his arms and carried him to the 
room where he was staying. There he laid him on the bed 

and cried out to God. Elijah stretched himself out upon the 
child three times and asked God to bring him back to life. 
God heard Elijah’s prayer, and Joel revived!

ANOTHER GREAT MIRACLE 
Now there was another great miracle in Zarephath besides 

the miracle bread! Joel came back to life! What excitement 
for the widow when Elijah returned her son to her safe and 
sound! Can you imagine how happy she was? 

This miracle convinced the widow that Elijah was a truly 
a man of God and that God was speaking through him. 
Through the prophet, Joel and his mom had met the one true 
God, the God who performs miracles. Each day he had been 
eating miracle bread, but now he WAS a miracle!

“What happened?” his friends said to Joel. “What’s going 
on? We heard you died?”

First Joel told them the miracle that God did with the flour 
and oil and how everyday they ate delicious miracle bread. 
Now they were playing with their friend Joel, who was a great 
miracle himself, a child who had died and returned to life 
because of God’s miracle power! 

Because of Joel and his mother, and the prophet Elijah, 
the people of Zarephath now knew the one true God. They 
no longer had to worship images made of stone and wood 
that have no power. Now they worshipped Almighty God, the 
wonderful Creator of everything... and the God of miracles.

GOD IS THE SAME 
God has not changed. He also does miracles today. But 

what is the greatest miracle that God does? The greatest mi-
racle is that God can change your heart! To die and return to 
life is a great miracle but God can change our hearts through 
Jesus Christ and give us eternal life which is the greatest 
miracle of all. 

Jesus has all power in heaven and earth! He was and 
always will be a God of Miracles! 
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Jesus: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live.” John 11:25 ESV

1 Kings 17:17-24Joel Part 2


