
little more painful, but they went along singing hymns and 
choruses about Jesus to forget the hardships.

Their first goal was to reach the Yellow River and cross it in 
boats, but when they reached the bank of the river, they were 
surprised to find that there were no boats.

“What can we do?” Gladys asked, weeping and crying out 
to God. One of the girls came to her and said, “Mama Gladys, 
do you remember the story about Moses and the people 
of Israel when they crossed the Red Sea? They all arrived 
safely on the other side. Do you believe that story?”

“Of course, Dear. I don’t teach something I don’t believe.”
“Then why don’t we cross the river just like they did? Don’t 

you think we can walk on water like Peter did if we believe?”
“But I’m not Moses or Peter,” said Gladys.
“You are not the same as them, but God is the same,” said 

the girl with faith. “He never changes!”

GOD’S AWESOME RESCUE
Seeing the faith of the girl, Gladys took a breath and hoped 

that God would help them cross the river. She gathered them 
all around her and all the children began to pray. “Here we 
are, Lord, waiting for You to help us cross the Yellow River.”

Then the miracle happened! They looked up and God had 
sent a boat. It was a small boat, so they couldn’t all go at 
once. But they crossed a few at a time until they all were on 
the other side.

This was one of the many adventures that Gladys and the 
children lived through before reaching Tufeng, where they 
were met and taken to an orphanage. 

This is the story of a small woman and one hundred 
children who trusted God, and He led them safely to a new 
home... a home that was safe and free from war. In the same 
way, God protects and helps all those who trust in Him. Do 
you trust Him today?

      ladys decided to take the children to a place free  
          from war. “That is impossible!” said her friends. “You’ll 
have to walk a thousand miles and you have no food or mo-
ney. Don’t forget, you’ll have a hundred children with you!”

“The Lord will take care of us and give us what we need,” 
said Gladys. She was sure that God would be with them.

THE LONG BEAUTIFUL WALK
Gladys had one hundred children in her home in those 

days. “We are going to take a long, beautiful walk,” she told 
them. “You older children can help the younger children 
along the way. Now everyone get ready!”

While the children were getting ready for the trip, Gladys 
went to the Mayor’s office to ask for some wheat for the 
children.

“You are crazy!” the Mayor said. “It’s impossible to cross 
the dangerous mountains with that many children.”

But Gladys was not discouraged and the Mayor could not 
refuse her request. He promised enough wheat for the days 
it would take to reach the next village. He also offered her 
two men to help her carry the wheat.

Gladys led one hundred children, ages 3 to 16 years old, 
as they walked to freedom. They had to cross mountains, 
sleep beside the road, and go through many adventures 
along the way. They ate only what the people in the villages 
they passed through offered them.

A DIFFICULT ROAD
The road was long and the kids were very tired. The young 

ones began to cry and complain.
“Gladys, my feet hurt!” one whined. “My shoes are all worn 

out,” said another. Others said, “My stomach hurts. I’m very 
tired and I can’t walk anymore.”

The older children had to carry the young ones and that 
made them even more tired. Each day, the trip seemed a 

GLADYS AYLWARD was a lady who was 
small in size but with a big, big heart. She was 
a missionary in China and took care of thou-
sands of Chinese children. She loved them so 
much that she was willing to give her life for 
them if necessary. 

Let me tell you the story of what happened 
around 1940 when the Japanese attacked Chi-
na and started a war. Gladys was helping many 
orphans by offering them a home, but they 
were living in a very dangerous area and she 
needed a safer place for the children.
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