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Jesus said: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44, NIV
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I want to tell you about 
the Count Nicholas 

von Zinzendorf, who 
lived long, long ago, as 
many as three hundred 
years ago. A Count is a 
person who has a rank 
in royalty, a little lower 
than a King. Count 
Zinzendorf owned 
much land and had a 
huge castle. He had 
everything he needed 
and more.

LEARNING 
ABOUT JESUS

Nicholas was only an infant when his father, a man 
who loved the Lord Jesus, died. Before he died he 
left his little son in the hands of his loving Savior. His 
mother and grandmother read the Bible to him and 
taught him about Jesus Christ. Have you read the story 
about Timothy in the Bible? He also had a mother and 
grandmother who taught him about Jesus. Nicholas 
lived very happily in his castle.

A LETTER IN THE WIND
One day Nicholas decided to write a letter to the 

Lord Jesus. When he was finished, he tossed it out the 
window and the wind carried it away. What do you think 
Nicholas wrote in his letter? He knew that the wind was 
finally going to lay the letter on the ground, but he was 
sure that Jesus would read it! In his letter he said that 
he was giving his life to Jesus. There was no doubt that 
Jesus was his Savior now and forever. How happy he 
was!

KINDNESS TO ANIMALS
Nicholas was very fond of animals and birds. One day 

he saw two pigeons in the river who were struggling 
to stay afloat. He got in a nearby boat and rowed to 
where the pigeons were. And despite the fear he felt, 
he was able to rescue them.

ONE BIG QUESTION
When he was older he attended college. After 

graduating, he took a long journey to all of the major 
cities in the world. Money was not a problem for him. 
He could travel all he wanted.

On one of his trips he visited an art gallery. In it there 
was a picture of Jesus with the crown of thorns on his 
head. Below the picture these words were written:

Count Nicholas Zinzendorf spent several hours 
standing next to the painting. He thought of all his 
wealth. He thought about how Jesus gave up His 
heavenly riches and made himself poor to come to 
earth to save sinners. He remembered the letter he had 
written as a child. He knew that Jesus had saved him, 
but he had to admit that he had never done anything to 
really serve the Lord.

“I want to do something to serve Jesus,” said Nicholas.

SUFFERING CHRISTIANS 
At that time many Christians were being persecuted, 

and even killed for their faith in Christ. Just as the 
Apostle Paul suffered for preaching the gospel, they 
suffered.

Nicholas opened his castle to those who were 
suffering for Christ. They could come there to pray and 
study the Word of God. Some of these people felt that 
God wanted them to go back to their lands to preach 
the gospel. Then Nicholas would provide whatever they 
needed to take with them.

YOU CAN SERVE JESUS
Nicholas sent a letter to Jesus saying he wanted to 

give Him his life. We don’t need to write a letter. We 
can just say a prayer asking Jesus to be our Savior.

Did you know that today there are many people who 
suffer because they love the Lord Jesus? There are 
countries where they are beaten and put in jail for their 
faith. Maybe someone has made fun of you because 
you’re a Christian.

Let’s ask God to help children in other lands who 
suffer because they love the Lord. If your friends make 
fun of you because you love Christ, ask God to help 
you treat them with love.

I DID IT ALL  
FOR YOU.

WHAT HAVE YOU 
DONE FOR ME?


