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of God on earth forget to 
thank God for the help they 
receive. This is the basket  
of thanks. It never gets as 
full as the basket of re-
quests. And many times, it 
comes up completely empty. 
You can see for yourself.

After hearing the words  
of the angel, Anita felt a 
pang in her heart. Then she 
woke up.

AN IMPORTANT  
LESSON

How could I forget to give 
thanks to God for making 
my mom so much better? 
Anita thought. I am so sorry. 
I must have grieved the 
angels too.

Through this strange 
dream, Anita learned a very 
important lesson. We should 

never stop giving  thanks to God for answering our 
prayers.

A GRATEFUL LEPER
How about you? Do you thank God for His good-

ness? Once Jesus healed ten men who had a conta-
gious disease called leprosy. The sad thing is that when 
they discovered they were healthy again, only one 
returned to thank Jesus.

LEARN TO BE THANKFUL
One of the most beautiful things in life is to see 

children who are polite... children who know how to say 
“thank you very much.” We need to first learn to thank 
God and also to be thankful to each other. Write down 
at least three things for which you are thankful.

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.”  
1 Chronicles 16:34, NLT

       nita was very sad and  
            upset. Her mom was  
              in bed and she was  
               seriously ill. The 
house was absolutely silent. 
Anita tiptoed from room to 
room. She didn’t know what 
to do. She had no one to play 
with, and no one to talk to. 
She was very, very sad.

A GOOD IDEA
Suddenly she had an idea! 

A Bible verse came to mind 
that she had learned in  
Sunday School: ”Ask and 
you will receive!”

She ran to her room, knelt 
beside the bed, and asked 
God to restore the health of 
her beloved mother. Then 
she left her room with great 
peace in her heart. 

As she walked out, she 
saw her mother’s nurse. The nurse said, “The doctor 
just left. He said your mom will be up and around soon. 
She is getting much better.”

What good news! Anita started jumping for joy! God 
had heard her prayer.

THE STRANGE DREAM
Before going to sleep that night, Anita prayed as 

always. During the night she had a strange dream. She 
was walking through the streets of a beautiful country...
it was heaven! While walking, she saw two angels. 
Each of them was pulling a basket up from the earth 
below. One of the baskets looked very heavy. The an-
gel holding it was smiling.

THE EMPTY BASKET
Anita looked at the other angel, who didn’t look 

happy at all. Every time he pulled his basket from the 
earth, it came up empty. Anita was sorry to see the an-
gel so sad, but at the same time she was very curious 
to know the reason why. 

Finally she dared to ask, “My Dear Angel, why is your 
basket always empty?”

Sadly the angel answered, “Child, I will tell you why 
the basket comes up empty. It is because the children 

The Two Baskets  
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