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“Can I pull out the nails?” he asked his dad. “I don’t 
like them.”

“Yes, Son, pull out the nails,” his father replied.

HOLES THAT DON’T GO AWAY
Bobby pulled the nails out one by one. After he pulled 

out all of the nails, the wood was full of holes. As a mat-
ter of fact, it was almost covered with holes!

“Bobby, you can pull out the nails but you can’t erase 
the holes,” Dad said. You can lie and then ask for forgi-
veness, but you can’t erase the things you’ve said. So 
from now on Son, watch what you say.”

Bobby had a lot to think about that day. Every time 
he saw the holes in the wood, he remembered the lies 
they represented... the lies HE told. From that day on, 
he was careful not to lie.

THE FATHER OF LIES
Adam and Eve, our first parents, committed the first 

sin because they listened to a lie from the devil and he 
is the father of lies!

The Bible teaches that there is no place in heaven for 
those who love and practice lying. Read it in Revelation 
21:27 and 22:15.

Bobby learned the hard way that lying has conse-
quences. Wise King Solomon wrote in one of his pro-
verbs that God hates lying lips, but he delights in those 
who tell the truth.

Would you like God to delight in you?  Would you like 
your parents and your teachers to delight in you? Make 
it a high priority to always speak the truth.

The Lord detests lying lips, but 
he delights in those who tell the truth.  

Proverbs 12:22, NLT

           obby had a bad habit. Sometimes he lied. All  
                of his neighbors knew that Bobby lied ocas-
sio-         sionally. Bobby’s father was very upset that his 
son was a liar! He punished Bobby, but still he would 
not stop lying. One day he had an idea about   how to 
teach his son a lesson, hoping to stop his lying.

WOOD, NAILS, AND A HAMMER
“Bobby, I don’t know what to do with you,” said his 

dad. “You have a very bad habit of lying. I’ve told you 
many times that lying is a sin. The Bible says that God 
hates lying. I’m going to teach you a lesson that may 
help you.”

His father gave him a piece of wood, some nails and 
a hammer, and said, “I want you to hammer a nail into 
this wood for every lie you’ve told this week.”

Bobby did not like the idea, but he had to obey his 
father. He began to remember all the lies he had told in 
the past few days and started nailing.

A NAIL FOR EVERY LIE
One nail for lying to his teacher, two nails for the lies 

he told his sister, a nail for lying to his dad, another nail 
for lying to his mom. His arm was tired from nailing! 
Then he stopped to look. He was shocked! The wood 
was full of nails! For the first time, Bobby realized how 
much he was lying. The wood and nails painted an ugly 
picture of his lying.
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