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had enough for ice cream and also for the bus fare 
back home. They walked down the sidewalk to the Ice 
Cream Parlor, chatting happily and trying to decide 
what flavor they would buy. This shop had the best ice 
cream in town!

A BIG SURPRISE
When they reached the Ice Cream Shop, Stephen 

reached into his pocket for his coins. His pockets 
were empty! Where was his money? He desperately 
searched every corner of his pockets and found no 
coins but he did find something! 

What do you think he found? Right there in the bot-
tom of his pocket he found…a hole! His coins had fallen 
through it!

“Lets retrace our steps and see if we can find your 
money,” Paul said.

GONE FOREVER
The boys walked back the same way they had so 

happily been walking before. They were looking at the 
sidewalk to see if they could find Stephen’s lost coins. 
But they found nothing! Probably someone else had 
already picked them up. They were gone forever!

“Stephen,” said Paul. “Don’t worry. The ice cream 
is not that important. It would be good, but we can live 
without it. I’ll give you the money that I was going to use 
to buy ice cream. That way we’ll both have money for 
the bus fare home.”

“Thank you, good friend,” said Stephen. “I will pay 
you back.”

THE GREATEST JOY
With gifts in hand, the boys waited for the bus that 

would take them back to the neighborhood where they 
lived. They had not been able to get ice cream but they 
were still happy. 

Paul was the happiest of all! He had done what was 
right and helped a friend who was in trouble…  
AND they both had a beautiful gift for their mother.

The boys truly had learned what the Bible means 
when It says that it is better to given than to receive.

         tephen and Paul are best friends. They live in  
              a neighborhood outside of a big city, but 
               because it is such a long way off, they rarely  
           go to town.  But one day they went there  
together. It was half an hour bus ride just to get there.  
But it was worth it because Stephen and Paul had a 
special mission. 

Mother’s Day was approaching and they went to 
town to buy gifts for their moms. They had saved the 
money they had received for running errands and the 
allowance that their parents gave them from time to 
time. They were excited to spend it on their mothers!

SPECIAL GIFTS
Both Stephen and Paul wanted to buy some special 

gift for their mother. They went to several stores to look 
at things they thought their mothers would like. After 
looking for a while they decided on what they would 
buy. Paul bought a jeweled pin for his mother and 
Stephen bought a handkerchief embroidered with multi-
colored flowers.

A TASTY TREAT
They had not spend all their money on gifts so when 

they counted their change, they realized that they 

Better than Ice Cream
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“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Acts 20:35, NIV


