
Life-Application Stories for Children  — 31  5/2014  Salvation ¤ http://MX1414.wordpress.com

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

A famous artist was painting a picture of Jesus on the 
cross. He knew the story of Jesus, but had never 
received Him as his Savior and Lord. One day the 

artist wanted to take a break from his painting, so he took 
a pencil and paper and left to roam the countryside. There 
he came across a Gypsy girl weaving a basket. She was 
young and beautiful, and the artist thought it would make a 
great painting.

The artist said to the girl, “You are so beautiful that I 
would like to paint your portrait. Could you come to my 
studio three times a week?”

“I would be happy to,” she replied gladly.
The first thing the Gypsy girl saw as she entered the 

studio was the picture of Christ. She immediately asked the 
artist who he was painting.

“It is Jesus Christ,” said the painter.
“What are they doing to him?” asked the girl.
“They are crucifying him,” replied the artist.
“Who are the people around him?” she asked.
“Be quiet, girl! I can’t work while answering all your 

questions,” brusquely replied the painter.
The Gypsy girl was startled and did not ask any more 

questions. But she couldn’t erase from her mind the picture 
of Christ on the cross. Several days passed before she 
returned.

One evening, when the painter appeared to be in a 
good mood, she dared to ask him again. “Why was Christ 
crucified? He must have been a very bad person!”

“Oh, no! He was not bad,” said the artist.
“But if Christ was good, why did they crucify Him?”
The artist was bothered by the questions. He dropped his 

brushes and said, “Listen, girl. I’ll tell you the whole story 
once and for all. After that I don’t want you to bother me 
with any more questions. Understand?”

The painter told the beautiful Gypsy the story of Lord 
Jesus Christ who died for us on the cross. It was something 
totally new to the girl. She had never heard about Christ. 
She hardly dared to breathe as she listened. There were 
tears of sadness in her eyes, for although it was a beautiful 
story, it was also very sad.

When the artist finished the story, she could not help but 
exclaim, “How you must love Christ! You must love him 
more than anything in the world because He died for you!”

The words of the girl left the artist distraught. He realized 
that he had a big hole in his heart that only Jesus could fill. 

The words of the Gypsy bothered him...”How you must love 
Christ, because He died for you!”

He did not rest until he surrendered his life to the Lord 
Jesus. As the love of Christ filled the heart of the artist, he 
desired to portray Jesus differently. He painted a crucified 
Jesus with outstretched arms and an expression of love 
and compassion on his face.

When he completed the painting, it was exhibited in a 
gallery, accompanied by these words:

I DID IT ALL FOR YOU.  

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR ME?

Thousands of people came to see the beautiful picture. 
One day the Gypsy girl also came to the gallery. She 
looked at the picture and wept bitterly. “I too, wish I could 
be loved that much!” said the girl. “But I‘m just a Gypsy.”

“Forgive me for not telling you before,” said the painter. 
“Please allow me to retell the story. The love of Jesus is for 
Gypsy’s also!” And so he told the story again, but this time 
it was with all the love of Christ in his heart, because he 
knew Jesus as his Savior.

After he finished telling the story, the Gypsy girl recieved 
Christ as her Savior. A big smile lit up her face as she said, 

“Thank you, Jesus, for loving Gypsies too!”

The Gypsy and the Artist


