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What does an elephant, a camel and a donkey 
have in common? 

You will probably say, “They are all animals.” Yes, that is 
true, but there is another way they are alike.

But first of all, let me ask you another question. Do you 
know what a library is? Yes, it’s a place where there are 
many books on all sorts of subjects. If you live in a city 
there’s probably one or more libraries there. But if you live 
in the country, most likely there are no libraries closeby.

Here is where the elephants, camels and donkeys come 
in. In Africa and India elephants and camels carry books 
to children living in the countryside. In the Americas and 
Europe we don’t have elephants or camels, but we do have 
donkeys!

THE ALPHABET DONKEYS
In Colombia there are two famous donkeys known as  

The Alphabet Donkeys. Their names are Alfa and Beto, the 
letters that make the word alphabet in Spanish! They carry 
the Library to the country, traveling to many remote places. 
Their owner is Luis. The Alphabets and Luis are responsible 
for providing books to children in remote villages, who are 
often forgotten when it come to education.

When Luis and the donkeys reach a village, children run to 
greet them. “The Alphabet Donkeys are here!” they joyfully 
shout. If there is no other place available, they sit under 
a tree and read the the books. Louis brings the books in 
saddlebags on the donkey’s backs.

Have you heard that “a child who reads becomes an adult 
with knowledge”? Reading is important for the development 
of your mind. It is a wonderful thing that children living away 
from cities can also have books so they can learn!

CAN YOU GUESS?
Can you think of the name of a very old and beloved 

library? Let me give you some clues. It’s a library that you 
can carry in your hand, even though it has many books. This 
library contains books of law, history, poetry, prophecy, and 
Good News! Without it we would all be lost! It’s the library 
that shows us the way to heaven. 

In this library there is medicine to cure the wounds of the 
heart. If you’re sad, it has messages of joy. When in doubt,  
it gives you wisdom. This library is the love letter from God 
to you. It’s called The Holy Bible.

THE HOLY LIBRARY
Did you know that the word Bible means library? If 

there was no other library in the world, the Holy Bible has 
everything you need. It is a set of 66 books, divided into two 
sections. The Old Testament has 39 books and recounts 
what happened before Jesus came into the world. The New 

Testament has 27 books and is the story of Jesus coming to 
earth to be our Savior. It also contains teaching on how to 
live the Christian life. The last book in the library, Revelation, 
is about things that have not happened yet. It reveals the 
future! What an awesome book the Bible is!

Someone said :
Read the Bible to be wise.
Believe the Bible to be saved.
Practice the Bible to be holy.

GOOD NEWS
Elephants, camels and donkeys bring joy to children 

through libraries that they carry on their backs. The Bible 
praises the feet of those who carry the good news of salvation 
to those on the mountains. This is how the Bible says it:

“How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him who brings good news, who 

proclaims peace, who announces good 
news, who proclaims salvation.” Isaiah 52:7

Alfa and Beto bring joy to children living in remote parts of 
Colombia. Elephants and camels carry libraries to remote 
locations in Africa and India. You can also be a messenger! 
You can announce the good news of salvation that Jesus 
offers to all who believe in Him.

Do you have a Bible? Take it with you wherever you 
go. Read the scriptures and tell your friends about God’s 
message of salvation through His Son Jesus. If you don’t 
have a Bible, save your money. Instead of spending it on 
candy or toys, buy your very own library...The Bible.

Don’t forget that when your feet are carrying the Good 
News of the Gospel, they are beautiful! 

The Alphabet Donkeys Alfa and Beto


