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Anthony had a bright idea! That’s what 
he thought. Some time back, an old 

woman had given him a Bible, but he 
didn’t want a Bible. He had been wanting 
to get rid of it. Today he was going to do it.

Anthony was Italian, but he had found 
work in Glarus, Switzerland working in 
construction, building houses.

 “Friends,” he said to his co-workers, 
“I want to do an experiment. Here in my 
hand, I have a Bible. I’m going to put it in 
the opening in this wall.”

Anthony put the Bible in a hole in one of 
the walls and covered the hole with cement. The binding was 
a little worn, but that didn’t matter. It would look worse than 
that over time!

“Now it will do nobody any good!” Anthony said, laughing at 
his clever idea. “I’m helping out the devil by getting this Bible 
out of circulation!” He laughed again.

But the Bible is the Holy Word of God and God watches 
over His Word. Anthony would soon see that we can not 
make fun of God’s Word!

THE FIRE OF THE CENTURY
On May 10, 1861, there was a huge fire in Glarus, which 

damaged 490 buildings. The whole city had to be rebuilt. An 
architect from Italy by the name of John was commissioned 
to examine a house that had partially collapsed. It was 
burned terribly, but one of the walls was still intact.

As he was checking it out, a piece of cement suddenly 
fell off the wall. There... inside the hole... was a Bible! “How 
did that get in there?” said John. At that time, there were 
not many Bibles available, like it is now. John once had a 
Bible, but someone had taken it. That will not happen again, 
thought John. He took the Bible home to keep as his own.

A MESSAGE OF SALVATION
When reading the Bible John realized that he was a 

sinner, but God loved him. He also realized that he could 
receive forgiveness of his sins through faith in the Lord 
Jesus. Right then and there, John received Jesus Christ as 
his Lord and Savior.

After he had completed his work in Switzerland, John 
returned to his homeland, Italy. In his free time, he traveled 
to the towns around his village with a suitcase full of Bibles, 
spreading the good news of salvation. 

After a while, John came to the region where Anthony lived. 
He set up a stand on one of the streets and put up a sign 
saying, “Bibles for Sale”. 

One day Anthony passed by. Seeing the sign, he stopped 
and said, “Bibles! I don’t need a Bible! In Glarus I had a Bible 

and I cemented it in a wall. Only the devil 
knew where I put it. No one will ever be 
able to find it!” he said, laughing.

John looked at Anthony very seriously. 
At that moment he understood everything 
that had happened and said, “That’s 
very funny, Sir! What would you say if I 
showed you that Bible?”

ANTHONY’S BIBLE
“Impossible!” Anthony said. “No one 

knew it was there except the devil and he 
sure wasn’t going to tell!”

John picked up a Bible and asked, 
“Young man, do you recognize this Bible?”

Anthony was speechless when he saw the Bible. He 
recognized it from the wear on the binding. It was the same 
Bible that he had put in the wall years before!

“The devil had nothing to do with it,” said John. “God 
arranged for me to find the Bible so that you would know that 
He is alive and He wants to save you.”

Anthony, who did not want to know anything about God, 
did something very mean. He called his friends and they all 
attacked John. They scattered his Bibles and then quickly 
disappeared into the crowd.

A BAD ACCIDENT
Anthony was still rebelling against God. But one day, when 

he went to work drunk, he fell from a scaffold seventeen feet 
high and ended up in the hospital. John heard about it. He 
sent him flowers and even visited him in the hospital. 

Anthony’s heart was as hard as a rock, but the love that 
John showed him impressed him deeply. John would visit 
every week and talk to him about the Bible and God’s 
love for him. At first it was boring... then he became a little 
interested, until at last he began to read the Bible for himself.

A TRANSFORMED ANTHONY
God used His Word to show Anthony how much He loved 

him. God can soften even a heart made of stone! At last the 
day came when Anthony acknowledged that he was a sinner 
and received Jesus as Lord. He completely entrusted his life 
to God and was transformed by the power of Christ!

Following the accident Anthony could not continue with the 
same job, but God helped him find another one. Over time 
Anthony’s life changed and he became happily married. And 
guess who became his wife? He married John’s daughter!

It’s been 150 years since Anthony did his experiment with 
the Bible. He is already in heaven, but the Bible he put in the 
wall that was found by John, has been handed down to their 
grandchildren and great grandchildren as a beautiful heritage.


