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“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” Rom. 12:20, NIV

ndy was whistling while walking 
down the street on the way to  
  school. The sun was out, the 

birds were singing, the morning air was 
cool. By noon the heat would be beating 
down. That’s how it is where Andy lives.

All of a sudden Andy was pushed from 
behind. The schoolbooks that he was 
carrying went flying everywhere and 
Andy was left lying on the ground. It was 
the neighborhood bully! He had sneaked 
up behind him and shoved him hard!

THE NEIGHBORHOOD BULLY
It was not the first time the neighbor-

hood bully had targeted Andy. For some 
reason, he had chosen Andy as his latest 
victim. Andy did not fight back against the bully. And so, 
this day, like all the others, he began to pick up his books 
to continue on his way to school.

The bully laughed because Andy was so easily pushed 
around. But he didn’t know something important that Andy 
had in mind! Andy was heaping coals of fire on his head. 

“Coals of fire?!” you say. “Wow! That would pay him 
back!” But it’s not what you think. Listen to what Andy’s 
father suggested when he told him about the bully.

COALS OF FIRE
The bully, named Frank, was not happy. His parents 

fought all the time. His father had even spent time in 
prison for stealing. Frank had chosen to be a bully to 
Andy and some of the other children to make himself feel 
important. He was taking out his frustrations on them. He 
couldn’t very well bully his father, who was really the one 
he was mad at.

“Let’s pray every day for Frank,” Andy’s dad said. “I’m 
sorry this is happening to you, Son. We could report it to 
the principal, but we can do something much more effec-
tive. Let’s pray for Frank and his family. As for you, heap 
coals of fire on his head.”

“I don’t understand, Dad, what do you mean?” Andy said. 
“Do you want me to take hot coals from the fireplace and 
pour them on Frank’s head? What are you talking about?”

“Oh, no!” laughed Dad. “It’s something the Bible says. It 
teaches us that we should treat our enemies with kindness 
even though they are being evil to us. And when we do 
that, it’s just like pouring coals of fire on their head; not lit-
erally, but spiritually. If you are good to Frank, even though 
he treats you very badly, it’s like putting coals on his head.

“Frank is expecting you to fight back, but when you don’t 
and instead are kind to him, it burns in his spirit like fire. 

Every act of kindness on your part will 
make Frank ashamed of his behavior. 
Eventually, he will want to change.”

A SECRET WEAPON
Andy thought a lot about what his 

dad said. He didn’t understand how 
that could possibly work, but he trusted 
in the wisdom of his father.

They decided to pray for God to do a 
miracle in Frank’s life. They would also 
pray for his parents. Love and prayer 
are powerful weapons!

Andy thought about the conversation 
with his father as he was picking up 
his books after he fell. He heard Frank 

laugh mockingly. He really wanted to get even with him, 
but he remembered about the coals of fire, like a secret 
weapon, and he bit his lip to keep from yelling at Frank. 
Real coals of fire sounded pretty good right now!

“Coward!” shouted Frank. “You’re such a coward! De-
fend yourself, you little scaredy cat!”

THE MIRACLE OF THE COALS
Days, weeks, and months went by. Andy and his par-

ents did not miss a day praying for Frank and his family. 
One morning Frank came up to Andy and asked, “What’s 
wrong with you, Boy! Why do you never fight back? It’s no 
fun to bother you!”

“I am fighting back with coals of fire,” said Andy. 
“You’re crazier than I thought!” Frank said.
But from that day Frank did not bother Andy again. 

Instead, they became friends. And Frank started to go to 
church with Andy. What a miracle indeed! Then Frank’s 
family went to church also. His parents came to know 
Jesus as their Savior, and Frank’s homelife changed com-
pletely. All thanks to the “coals of fire”! 

HOW ABOUT YOU?
Many children suffer from bullying. If someone bothers 

you, follow Andy’s example and do what the Bible teaches. 
You may need to talk with an adult about it, as Andy talked 
with his dad. But Jesus is able to help you, no matter how 
difficult the situation. And if you are someone who bullies 
children weaker than you, stop it immediately! God is very 
displeased with such behavior. Jesus was kind to every-
one and we should follow His example!


